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Kinder HSPVA Creative Writing 

2020 Callback Exercises 
 

 

Exercise #1:  Response to Art 

• Use one of the five images on the next page as inspiration for a 
piece of writing.  

• Your writing can address the whole image or just a small part 
of it. The objects can be taken literally or figuratively.  

• You can use the image as a setting, as a memory, as a 
destination, etc.  

• Think of the shapes, the colors, the smells that can exist in this 
world.   

• Consider who or what else could be in the photo just outside of 
the border. What happened just before this image took place? 
What happens after?   

• You do not have to address any or all of these issues in your 
writing but it’s also fine if you do. 

• You should not merely describe the image. 
• Brainstorm ideas to see which one sparks the most 

excitement in you.  
• Your writing can take the shape of short fiction, poetry, or 

script. We ask that your responses are 400-500 words long.  
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1. “Landscape with Stars” by Henri-Edmond 
Delacroix 

2. Incense Burner of Amir Saif al-Dunya 
wa’l-Din ibn Muhammad 

3. "Garden Party” by Kerry James Marshall 
4. “Morning Interior” by Maximillian Luce 
5. Vintage Photo, Bear on Bed 
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Exercise 2:  THE SPILL (adapted from original lesson by Rita Dove, 
former US Poet Laureate) 
 

1. Take an adage or proverb ("a penny saved is a penny earned," "a 
stitch in time saves nine," etc.) that you have changed in some 
way ("a penny saved is a rat's fortune," "a stitch in time saves 
Jenny from detention," etc) 

2. Combine it with five of the following words:  
blackberry; cloud; dance; vote; buzz; thread; cliff; spell; 
quilt; paperclip. 

3. You may respond to this prompt with poetry, fiction, or a 
script, but we ask that your response be 400-500 words long.  

 
Of note: trust the music of the language; trust improvisation; don't 
worry if it makes sense at first; look at how many of the words can 
be either nouns or verbs; have fun! 
 
If you’re stuck, you can check out this website for proverb-
inspiration: https://lemongrad.com/proverbs-with-meanings-and-
examples/ 
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